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20 October 2008

[image: image2.jpg]



Six teams shortlisted to rejuvenate Salisbury’s Market Place and Guildhall square are pictured here during a fact-finding tour.
The architects and landscape architects were briefed on the colourful history of the site since Henry II granted a market charter for the young city of Sarum in 1227.
They were told how one of the largest medieval public spaces in Western Europe has witnessed many aspects of human life, from riots, deportations and executions to preachings by monks, victory celebrations and the atmospheric hubbub of wool, animal and food fairs where sellers, to this day, shout their wares.
Councillor Peter Edge, Chairman of the Vision steering group said: “The tour provided inspirational insights for the six teams as they listened intently on how important the Market Place is to the everyday lives of the public, traders and local businesses. 

"We also stressed the importance of community engagement, and the need for them to ensure that any newly designed Market Place is able to accommodate the twice-weekly Charter market which will carry on as normal.”
He added: “Some people have questioned whether we need to go to the trouble of transforming what is currently a shabby car park, but the bottom line is that the heart of civic life in Salisbury is not fulfilling its potential, and if we don’t take action the city will decline. 
“Fierce competition from regional centres like Southampton and Bournemouth mean there is a real danger that increasing numbers of our 1.5 million annual visitors will take their spending power elsewhere.”
“A reborn Market Place will play a crucial role in helping the city prosper and grow.”

Enhancements could include eye-catching architecture such as new paving, atmospheric lighting, information posts, water features and pedestrianisation.
Each of the shortlisted six practices will now prepare concept drawings and designs together with supporting information. 

These will be exhibited in Salisbury during January 2009, with residents and businesses invited to share their thoughts and views. 

The winning design will be announced on February 26, subject to ratification by the district council's Cabinet. 
Accompanying the shortlisted teams on the tour were representatives from Salisbury Vision and the district council. Lindsey Brown, City Centre Manager, Salisbury City Centre Management, represented local businesses.
The rejuvenation of the Market Place will be the first of 24 projects outlined in the Salisbury Vision, which is a blueprint to shape the sustainable future of the city centre for the next two decades.
· More information on the Salisbury Vision, including the renaissance of the Market Place and Guildhall square, can be found by clicking on to www.salisburyvision.co.uk
